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California Fire Marshal Hoover Earns ICC, IAFC  

2014 Excellence in Fire and Life Safety Award 

California Fire Marshal Tonya L. Hoover will be honored with the 2014 Excellence in Fire and 

Life Safety Award for her history of courage, determination, and dedication to fire and life 

safety. She will receive the award in August during Fire-Rescue International 2014, the annual 

conference of the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) in Dallas.  

The International Code Council and the Fire & Life Safety Section of the IAFC developed the 

award. It honors individuals who have dedicated themselves to saving lives and property 

through their work on building codes, fire-prevention practices, legislative efforts and strong 

leadership. 

ICC Board President Stephen D. Jones, CBO, said Hoover’s spirit and accomplishments 

exemplify what the Excellence in Fire and Life Safety Award is all about. 

“Tonya Hoover’s work in fire safety and prevention undoubtedly has saved countless lives,” 

Jones said. “Her dedication has been inspirational to many. Tonya is a hero in every sense of the 

word.”  

Previous recipients of the award are Sean DeCrane, Anthony Apfelbeck, George Michehl, 

John Mueller, Ed Comeau, Michael Love and Ozzie Mirkhah. 

 "Fire Marshal Hoover is a fire service leader who truly values our mission and provides the 

support to get things done," said Chief Adolf Zubia, IAFC Fire & Life Safety Section chair. “She 

has the courage to tackle the most significant fire and life safety issues facing the state and the 

ability to translate complex risk mitigation issues to long-term strategies.” 

http://www.iccsafe.org/
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http://www.iafc.org/Sections/content.cfm?ItemNumber=815&navItemNumber=609
http://www.iccsafe.org/AboutICC/directors/Pages/profile-jones.aspx
http://www.iccsafe.org/iccforums/Pages/default.aspx
http://twitter.com/IntlCodeCouncil
http://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Code-Council/122907857740822?ref=ts
http://www.youtube.com/user/ICCMEDIA
http://www.linkedin.com/company/31134
http://www.iccsafe.org/Pages/default.aspx


In nominating Hoover for the award, Laura Blaul, Orange County, Calif., retired Fire 

Marshal/Assistant Chief said Hoover has been indefatigable in her quest to make sure people 

and buildings are as safe from fire as possible. 

“The majority of fires, fire deaths and injuries occur in the home, and Tonya works tirelessly 

to reduce these losses,” Blaul wrote. “To this end, she has championed and facilitated many fire 

and life safety initiatives that target home fire and life safety.” 

Blaul said the nomination focuses on four solutions to California’s fire problem: residential 

fire sprinklers; wildfire ignition resistant construction and design; photovoltaic design; and 

smoke alarm technologies. 

“It can be done,” Hoover said. “It takes hard work, willingness to listen, patience and 

keeping your eye on the ball. But we can succeed.” 

Hoover has been actively involved in fire prevention, public education and risk mitigation 

for more than 20 years. She served as Acting California State Fire Marshal from July 2009 until 

being appointed to the position in November 2011. She was confirmed in May 2012. 

Hoover holds several State Fire Marshal certifications, including certified Fire Marshal and a 

lifetime teaching credential. An ICC Member, Hoover served as the Vice Chair on the ICC 

International Fire Code Development Committee. She currently is on the ICC Codes & Standards 

Council and the Fire Service Membership Council Governing Committee. 

### 

About us: The International Code Council is a member-focused association. It is dedicated to 

developing model codes and standards used in the design, build and compliance process to 

construct safe, sustainable, affordable and resilient structures. Most U.S. communities and 

many global markets choose the International Codes.  
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