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Leading Building Industry Groups Agree to Streamline  

Green Building Tool Coordination and Development 

Move will coordinate Standard 189.1, the International Green Construction Code and LEED 

to offer comprehensive system of regulatory and voluntary leadership tools for jurisdictions 

 

The International Code Council (ICC), ASHRAE, the American Institute of Architects (AIA), the 

Illuminating Engineering Society of North America (IES) and the U.S. Green Building Council 

(USGBC) announce the signing of a memorandum to collaborate on the development of 

Standard 189.1, the International Green Construction Code (IgCC) and the LEED green building 

program.  

The unprecedented cooperation aims to create a comprehensive framework for 

jurisdictions looking to implement and adopt green building regulations and codes and/or 

provide incentives for voluntary leadership programs such as LEED.   

The agreement outlines the development, maintenance and implementation of new 

versions of ANSI/ASHRAE/IES/USGBC Standard 189.1, Standard for the Design of High-

Performance, Green Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings and the IgCC, which will be 

combined into one regulatory tool. This agreement also endeavors to align the LEED program 

with the new code to ensure a streamlined, effective set of regulatory and above-code options 

for jurisdictions across the country. 

“Architects have become the leaders in employing green building techniques, and the IgCC, 

a valuable regulatory tool, provides support leading to the creation of a sustainable, resilient 

built environment,” said AIA CEO Robert Ivy, FAIA. “This agreement, which underscores the 

AIA’s dedication to sustainable design and construction, should lead to more rapid adoption of 
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responsible approaches by designers, builders, developers and a host of other building industry 

groups.” 

“ASHRAE sees this as a move forward in green building, reducing fragmentation of 

compliance documents for users who are pressing toward a more sustainable environment,” 

ASHRAE President Tom Phoenix said.  

 “Working collaboratively with our industry partners is producing real results that will help 

improve building performance, streamline regulation, reduce cost and allow us to focus our 

resources on goals we have in common,” said Dominic Sims, CBO, ICC CEO. “This agreement 

continues the partnership we began in 2012 and assures that our Members and partners have a 

meaningful role in shaping the future of the built environment.” 

“The Illuminating Engineering Society of North America is pleased to partner with the other 

organizations in this important collaborative effort in the development of a new standard and 

green code for the design and construction industry,” said Rita Harrold, IES Director of 

Technology. “IES members will benefit from this alignment of both regulatory and voluntary 

tools, and we look forward to participating in delivering technical provisions for code intended 

adoption.”   

 “This landmark agreement will leverage the unique strengths of each of the five partner 

organizations to deliver a coordinated, integrated suite of green building tools. An ANSI 

standard as the basis of a regulatory code to push the market and a rating system to pull the 

market higher,” said Brendan Owens, Vice President, LEED, and U.S. Green Building Council. 

“We are collectively dedicated to advancing green building practices and to advancing the 

broader industry’s understanding about the importance of green building goals and how to 

achieve them.” 

### 

About the International Code Council 

The International Code Council is a member-focused association. It is dedicated to developing 

model codes and standards used in the design, build and compliance process to construct safe, 

sustainable, affordable and resilient structures. Most U.S. communities and many global 

markets choose the International Codes. The International Codes, or I-Codes, published by ICC, 

provide minimum safeguards for people at home, at school and in the workplace. The I-Codes 

are a complete set of comprehensive, coordinated building safety and fire prevention codes. 

Building codes benefit public safety and support the industry’s need for one set of codes 

without regional limitations. 
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About The American Institute of Architects 

Founded in 1857, members of the American Institute of Architects consistently work to create 

more valuable, healthy, secure, and sustainable buildings, neighborhoods, and communities. 

Through nearly 300 state and local chapters, the AIA advocates for public policies that promote 

economic vitality and public wellbeing. Members adhere to a code of ethics and conduct to 

ensure the highest professional standards. The AIA provides members with tools and resources 

to assist them in their careers and business as well as engaging civic and government leaders, 

and the public to find solutions to pressing issues facing our communities, institutions, nation 

and world. Visit www.aia.org. 

About ASHRAE 

ASHRAE, founded in 1894, is a global society advancing human well-being through sustainable 

technology for the built environment. The Society and its more than 50,000 members 

worldwide focus on building systems, energy efficiency, indoor air quality, refrigeration and 

sustainability. Through research, standards writing, publishing, certification and continuing 

education, ASHRAE shapes tomorrow’s built environment today. More information can be 

found at www.ashrae.org/news. 

About The Illuminating Engineering Society of North America 

The Illuminating Engineering Society of North America (IES) is the recognized technical 

authority on illumination. For over 100 years; its objective has been to communicate 

information on all aspects of good lighting practice to its members, to the lighting community, 

and to consumers, through a variety of programs, publications, and services. 

About the U.S. Green Building Council 

The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is a non-profit that is committed to a prosperous and 

sustainable future through cost-efficient and energy-saving green buildings. USGBC works 

toward its mission of market transformation through its LEED green building program, robust 

educational offerings, a nationwide network of chapters and affiliates, the annual Greenbuild 

International Conference & Expo, the Center for Green Schools, and advocacy in support of 

public policy that encourages and enables green buildings and communities. For more 

information, visit usgbc.org, explore the Green Building Information Gateway (GBIG) and 

connect on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn. 
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