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ICC and ASTM International Partner to Support  
Sustainable Building Codes in the Gulf Region 

 
The International Code Council and ASTM International are partnering to support the use of codes and 

standards in sustainable construction in the Middle East. The work is part of The Standards and Codes 

for Sustainable Construction project and is funded in part through the Market Development Cooperator 

Program at the U.S. Department of Commerce’s International Trade Administration. The goal is to 

enhance the Gulf region’s efforts in areas such as energy efficiency, water conservation, materials 

management, building safety, and overall economic growth. 

 

Through 2017, ICC and ASTM will conduct technical seminars and training programs about sustainable 

codes and standards, disseminate information at exhibits and trade shows, and accompany industry 

officials to standards development and green construction code meetings.   

In May, ICC and ASTM will hold a workshop in Doha, Qatar, in conjunction with the International 

Construction Technology and Building Materials Exhibition. The goal of the workshop is to provide 

information about codes and standards, build support for sustainable construction, and show the 

relationship between manufactured products and codes and standards. 

In November, ICC and ASTM will host a delegation from the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 

Standardization Organization (GSO) that is attending GreenBuild 2015 in Washington, DC. The agenda 

will include outreach sessions and an exhibition visit, as well as meetings with code officials from that 

area.  

ASTM already has signed memoranda of understanding with all Gulf nations and the GCC 

Standardization Organization, engaged 150 experts from Gulf Cooperation Council countries, and been 

cited more than 4,000 times in Gulf-region standards and regulations, including many citations related 

to construction.  

ICC has provided technical support for Gulf nations that have chosen to reference or adopt the 

International Codes, including the green code, energy code, solar provisions, and related support 

documents and resources, which provide governments with a set of enforceable sustainability 

regulations. ICC also has established the Sustainability Membership Council for ICC members interested 

in getting more involved in green and energy code enforcement. 

http://www.iccsafe.org/
mailto:SDaggers@IccSafe.org
http://www.gso.org.sa/gso-website/?lang=en
http://www.gso.org.sa/gso-website/?lang=en


As construction activities continue to expand in the Gulf region, ICC and ASTM will provide support 

under the Standards and Codes for Sustainable Construction project to help construct both safe and 

sustainable buildings. 

ICC Contact: 

Raj Nathan, Head of Global Services, 866-427-4422, ext. 3318, rnathan@iccsafe.org   

 

ASTM Contacts: 

Teresa Cendrowska, Vice President of Global Cooperation, 610-832-9718, tcendrowska@astm.org 

James Olshefsky, Director of External Relations, 610-832.9714, jolshefsky@astm.org 

Nathan Osburn, Director of Corporate Communications, 610.832.9603, nosburn@astm.org 

 

About ICC: The International Code Council is a member-focused association. It is dedicated to 

developing model codes and standards used in the design, build and compliance process to construct 

safe, sustainable, affordable and resilient structures. Most U.S. communities and many global markets 

choose the International Codes. 
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