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Advantages of 2009 IECC
•   Provides approximately 15 percent in energy 

efficiency gains in homes and 5 percent in 
commercial buildings compared to the 2006 
IECC, according to the U.S. Department of 
Energy. 

•   Results in lower energy bills, likely improved 
thermal comfort for the homeowner, and optimal 
utilization of fossil fuels and nonrenewable 
resources for communities. 

•   Includes exemptions for certain buildings that 
have very low energy use (such as buildings with 
no heating or cooling). 

•   Includes substantial changes over earlier IECC 
editions to improve energy efficiency. IECC 2009 
is also much more concise and much simpler to 
use than some earlier editions.

•   Benefits home and building owners by ensuring 
that new and major remodeled buildings make 
use of modern techniques and products that 
make buildings energy-efficient. 

An Up to Date  
Energy Code….
•   Helps achieve significant energy efficiency 

and savings in both residential and commercial 
buildings. 

•   Allows the use of contemporary materials and 
designs that meet or exceed public health and 
safety goals.

•   Applies to new buildings and to remodels, 
renovations, and additions to buildings. 

•   Protects the public by creating a level playing 
field for builders, requiring a basic level of quality 
in areas that homeowners might not see 
when they are buying a house; one example 
is wall insulation.

The 2009 ICC® International Energy 
Conservation Code® (IECC®) meets these criteria.
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About the International Code Council
The International Code Council® (ICC®) is a membership 
association dedicated to building safety and fire 
prevention. ICC develops the codes and standards 
used to construct residential and commercial buildings, 
including homes and schools. Most U.S. cities, counties 
and states that adopt codes choose the International 
Codes developed by the International Code Council.

For Additional Code Adoption Support
The ICC Government Relations Department is 
available to support adoption of the IECC. Contact 
Government Relations to learn how to become an 
active participant in the ICC code process. Give 
your community world-class energy conservation, 
building safety and fire prevention through the 
International Codes by selecting the best products, 
services and training for your specialized needs 
with advice and guidance from the Government 
Relations Department.

To meet your Government Relation Regional 
Manager, call toll free 1-888-4222-7233, ext. 6279.
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energy code that serves as the basis for federal tax 
credits for energy-efficient homes, energy efficiency 
standards for federal residential buildings and 
manufactured housing, and state energy code 
determinations.

Adopted at the state and local level and in 
Washington, D.C., the IECC residential and 
commercial procedures have a strong following 
and a well-developed format, in keeping with the 
other International Codes, that is simple to use and 
familiar to code officials. 

Support Services
ICC and its founding code bodies have been 
actively involved in the energy aspect of the 
construction industry since the 1920s. ICC 
understands the need for the adoption, training 
and administration of building energy efficiency 
codes. We have 50,000 members across the U.S. 
and around the world. Many work to support 
professional development and code adoption 
efforts. They have a proven record in working  
with jurisdictions in a myriad of capacities, 
including the development, adoption and 
implementation of the IECC.

ICC can help by:

•   Providing professional training by some of our 
nation’s foremost experts in construction and 
inspection 

•   Providing professionally developed certifications 
that ensure a baseline level of competence for 
those responsible for protecting the health, safety 
and welfare of building inhabitants

•   Developing, maintaining and publishing model 
codes and standards for use by state and local 
governments, specifically for the administration 
of building laws and regulations

•   Offering services for the benefit of State and 
local governments in connection with the effective 
administration and enforcement of the codes 

Your Role
Join in supporting the adoption of the ICC IECC and 
all the International Codes, assuring that the best 
interests of the public are being served. 

For technical support, for help in adopting the 
ICC IECC, or for more information, contact the 
International Code Council.

ICC Codes
The ICC publishes a family of comprehensive, 
coordinated International Codes for adoption and 
use at all levels of government.

2009 International Building Code® 

2009 International Residential Code® 

2009 International Fire Code® 

2009 International Energy Conservation Code® 

2009 International Plumbing Code® 

2009 International Private Sewage Disposal Code® 

2009 International Mechanical Code® 

2009 International Fuel Code® 

2009 International Wildland-Urban Interface Code® 

2009 International Existing Building Code® 

2009 ICC Performance Code® 

2009 International Property Maintenance Code® 

2009 International Zoning Code® 

2012 Editions of the I-Codes will be published 
in 2011, with the new International Green 
Construction Code and the new International 
Swimming Pool and Spa Code published in 2012.

Background
Published by the International Code Council® 
(ICC®), the 2009 International Energy Conservation 
Code®  (IECC®) encourages energy conservation 
through efficiency in envelope building design, 
mechanical systems, lighting systems and the use 
of new materials and techniques. The IECC along 
with other International Codes is updated every 
three years.

The IECC sets requirements for the “effective use of 
energy” in all buildings. The code was developed by 
experts from the public and private sector through 
a series of reviews culminating in open hearings, 
with final language determined by code officials at 
all levels of government who are charged with the 
enforcement, administration and promulgation of 
codes.

The IECC was substantially revised from the 
2006 edition to the 2009 edition. These revisions 
involved changes to specific requirements that 
improve energy efficiency and make the code more 
stringent.

The IECC is tied to federal law determined by 
Congress and the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
through the Energy Policy Act of 1992. It is the only 


