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Ohio Embraces Energy Efficiency in Commercial Code Adoption

Today, the Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR) has approved a
recommendation by the Ohio Board of Building Standards to update Ohio’s
commercial codes. Included in the rule package were stronger energy efficiency
requirements for commercial construction. Adoption of national model codes
(2009 1-Codes) will save Ohio businesses money, help keep Ohio competitive
with surrounding states, and provide Ohioans with up-to-date safety and energy
efficient technologies.

“This is a clear victory for Ohio’s environment and economy,” said Jen Miller of
the Sierra Club Ohio Chapter. “Requiring commercial buildings to include cost
effective measures like more insulation, more efficient lighting, and other
efficiency measures is just common sense. With energy costs on the rise,
integrating energy efficiency in all buildings will create jobs in manufacturing and
construction, reduce our reliance on dirty fossil fuels, and provide cost-savings
for years to come.”

Updating the commercial codes received widespread support. In recent weeks,
letters of support were submitted to JCARR by code officials, engineers,
architects, environmental organizations, businesses, trade associations, fire
officials, electrical inspectors, consumer advocates, and many others.

“The International Code Council is pleased to have the support of a diverse
coalition of stakeholders that share a collective interest in the public safety of the
citizens of Ohio. The adoption of these codes will provide Ohioans with safer and
sustainable buildings, schools, and structures where they live, work, and play,”
said Corey Roblee of the International Code Council. “It is our hope that Ohio
follow suit and adopt the remainder of the most up-to-date building and fire safety
codes including the residential and energy codes, in order to provide our citizens
with the safest and energy efficient residential homes.”
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