
CHANGE TYPE: Modifi cation

CHANGE SUMMARY: The location of toilet compartment doors is now 
regulated in a new table. The change will allow additional design options 
where the compartment is larger than the minimum required size.

2009 STANDARD:

604.9.3 Doors. Toilet compartment doors, including door hardware, 
shall comply with Section 404.1, except if the approach is to the latch side 
of the compartment door clearance between the door side of the stall and 
any obstruction shall be 42 inches (1065 mm) minimum. Doors shall be 
located in the front partition or in the side wall or partition farthest from 
the water closet. Where located in the front partition, the door opening 
shall be 4 inches (100 mm) maximum from the side wall or partition far-
thest from the water closet. Where located in the side wall or partition, the 
door opening shall be 4 inches (100 mm) maximum from the front parti-
tion. The door shall be self-closing. A door pull complying with Section 
404.2.6 shall be placed on both sides of the door near the latch. Toilet 
compartment doors shall not swing into the required minimum area of the 
compartment.

604.9.3.1 Door Opening Location. The farthest edge of toilet com-
partment door opening shall be located in the front wall or partition or in 
the side wall or partition as required by Table 604.9.3.1.

CHANGE SIGNIFICANCE: Where water closet compartments are built to 
the minimum size required, this new table will not result in any change 
of the door location. However, where the compartments are built larger 
than the required minimum size, the new table and provisions will pro-
vide more design fl exibility in establishing the location of the door. For 
larger compartments the standard will permit the door to be located based 
on either of two separate requirements. The standard previously required 
that the farthest edge of the door be located a maximum of 4 inches from 
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the corner of the compartment farthest from the water closet, regardless of 
how large the compartment was.

The additional permitted dimensions for the opening location pro-
vide the same distance from the rear wall or side wall or partition as was 
previously required for either a fl oor-mounted or wall-hung water closet. 
For an opening located in the front partition, using the required minimum 
width of the compartment of 60 inches, the farthest edge of the door open-
ing would be either 4 inches from the side wall or partition farthest from 
the water closet or 56 inches from the side wall or partition that is closest 
to the water closet. If the width of the compartment was increased to 
72 inches, the new table would provide a range of 12 inches in which the 
farthest edge of the door could be located. This additional range of loca-
tion may assist in being able to design around some other fi xture, allow a 
larger support member for the partition, or provide some other benefi t.

The 56-, 52-, and 55-inch dimensions that are shown in the table were 
derived from subtracting the 4-inch requirement from the minimum size 
for a water closet compartment. For example, a fl oor-mounted water closet 
would require a 59-inch minimum compartment depth based on the 
requirements of Section 604.9.2. Therefore the standard will permit the 
door to be located in the side partition either a maximum of 4 inches from 
the front partition or 55 inches (59 – 4 � 55) from the rear wall. Those two 
points will remain set regardless of the actual depth of the compartment.

Permitting the farthest edge of the opening to be located at a point 
equal to or greater than that required for a minimum size compartment 
allows greater fl exibility in design and use of building space without 
lessening the current minimum accessibility criteria for entering and 
exiting a wheelchair-accessible compartment. In addition, a larger com-
partment will provide greater maneuvering space within the compart-
ment and therefore make the compartment and access to the door easier 
for the users.

TABLE 604.9.3.1 Door Opening Location

Door Opening Location Measured From Dimension

Front Wall or Partition

From the side wall or
partition closest to the

water closet

56 inches (1420 mm)
minimum

or

From the side wall or
partition farthest from

the water closet

4 inches (100 mm)
maximum

Side Wall or Partition 
Wall-Hung Water Closet

From the rear wall
52 inches (1320 mm)

minimum

or

From the front wall or
partition

4 inches (100 mm)
maximum

Side Wall or Partition 
Floor-Mounted Water

Closet

From the rear wall
55 inches (1395 mm)

minimum

or

From the front wall or
partition

4 inches (100 mm)
maximum
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