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Steven P. Cornish, ANSI Senior Director, International Policy 
American National Standards Institute 
1899 L Street NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
 
Dear Mr. Cornish: 
 
Recently, ANSI has requested the input of the public and members of its ANSI ISO Council Members on a 
survey that was put forth by the ISO/TAG 8 reporting to the ISO/TMB, on standards in the area of building 
design. The undersigned U.S.- based developers of internationally accepted standards and codes in the area of 
building design and construction believe that ANSI should offer a strong response to the ISO survey that reflects 
the broad consensus of the U.S. building standards and codes community.  
 
The undersigned organizations agree that the following responses to the survey questions express their views, 
and urge ANSI to incorporate these elements into the ANSI response. At the same time, some of the below 
listed organizations also intend to submit their own, individual responses, reflecting specific concerns and views. 
 
 
Q1. Should ISO work on a series of standards dealing with the design of structures?  
 
 

1. No, ISO should not begin work on a series of standards dealing with the design and construction of 
structures, for the following reasons: 

a. No gap exists in the available standards and codes that now are used and applied in this area 
of standardization. This will only serve to cause confusion in the global marketplace with 
redundancies. The creation of an additional international building code intended to address 
these issues would be a clear duplication of the current portfolio of standards and not aligned 
with the principle of coherence as outlined in the World Trade Organization’s Agreement on 
Technical Barriers to Trade. Existing internationally accepted standards and codes are serving 
many nations around the world, and have successfully been adapted, modified and adopted in 
many nations.  

b. The nature of construction is such that locally sourced materials, as well as local customs and 
building practices, are an integral part of building design, that will not likely be influenced by a 
new series of standards. 

c. International standards need to be relevant and to effectively respond to regulatory and market 
needs, as well as scientific and technological developments in various countries. The current 
portfolio of international standards has served those needs.  Additional standards could distort 
the global marketplace and would place more burdens on technical experts currently working on 
standards and code development.   
 

Q2. If yes, which system of standards could be taken as a basis to develop the series? 
 

 
2. If ISO determines to begin a series of standards in this area, it should utilize by normative reference as 

a basis for such work the codes and standards that are used in the largest number of construction starts 
annually, as well as those codes and standards which have been adopted most widely outside their 
national borders. ANSI believes those codes and standards to be the codes and standards developed in 
the U.S., by internationally recognized developers such as National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), 
International Code Council (ICC), International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials 
(IAPMO), ASTM International, American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), ASHRAE, Air-Conditioning, 
Heating and Refrigeration Institute (AHRI), AISI, American Concrete Institute (ACI), Engineered Wood 
Association (APA), American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), Underwriters Laboratories (UL), 
and others. 
 

Q3. Would you be interested in taking an active part in any development work identified as a result of this 
feedback (national body active participation means, at minimum, commenting on the drafts). 
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3. Yes, ANSI will take part in any development work that is identified as a result of this feedback, as we are 
most concerned to avoid unnecessary duplication and conflict with existing codes and standards.   

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
ASTM International 
International Code Council 

 


