
 Definitions. Although the definitions listed in this section are complete and reasonably 
understandable, there are terms unique to the performing arts that are not generally under-
stood, such as fly gallery, gridiron, and pinrail, which fall under the general term “technical 
production area.” The distinctions between the definitions of a stage and a platform are 
also very important because of the specific requirements for each. The primary difference 
between a stage and a platform is the presence of overhead hanging curtains, drops, scen-
ery, and other stage effects. The amount of combustible materials associated with a stage 
is typically greater than that for a platform. Thus, the fire-severity potential is much higher.

410.3 Stages. An assembly occupancy considered among the most hazardous is a Group A-1 
containing a large occupant load and a performance stage. The hazard created by the stage 
is the presence of combustibles in the form of hanging curtains, drops, leg drops, scenery, 
etc., which in the past have been the source of ignition for disastrous fires in theaters. 
Modern stages also have an increased hazard from special effects such as pyrotechnics, 
utilized in so-called spectaculars.

Where the stage height exceeds 50 feet (15,240 mm), the fire hazard is even greater 
because the fly area that is usually above the stage is a large blind space containing com-
bustible materials that have a fuel load considerably greater than that normally associ-
ated with an assembly occupancy. Many of the construction requirements for stages are 
depicted in Figure 410-1.

 

Figure 410-1
Stages.
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