410.3 Stages. An assembly occupancy considered among the most hazardous is a Group A-1
containing a large occupant load and a performance stage. The hazard created by the stage
is the presence of combustibles in the form of hanging curtains, drops, leg drops, scenery,
etc., which in the past have been the source of ignition for disastrous fires in theaters.
Modern stages also have an increased hazard from special effects such as pyrotechnics,
utilized in so-called spectaculars.

Where the stage height exceeds 50 feet (15,240 mm), the fire hazard is even greater
because the fly area that is usually above the stage is a large blind space containing com-
bustible materials that have a fuel load considerably greater than that normally associ-
ated with an assembly occupancy. Many of the construction requirements for stages are
depicted in Figure 410-1.

Minimum 2-hour separation between stage . :
and other portions of the building when Minimum 1-hour separation
stage height is > 50 feet; 1-hour < 50 feet —\ between backstage rooms

| R

Accessory rooms:
dressing rooms
workshops

store rooms

Smoke control or roof vents required
when stage area > 1,000 square feet

C Exit or when stage is > 50 feet in height Exit 7

per Section 410.3.5 fire-resistance rating when
stage height > 50 feet

Finished floor of all stages may be wood
Stage required to be constructed as required for the building

Figure 410-1 For SI: 1 square foot = 0.093 m2.
Stages.





