Cynthia Barton is a writer and architect in New
York. She writes about sustainable architec-
ture, housing issues, and topics related to
public heaith for Worldchanging.org and other
publications, She was a contributing editor to
Architecture for Humanity’s book, Design Like
You Give a Damn: Architecturaf Selutions to
Humanitarian Crises.

Paul T, Novack is GREEN DEPOT's in-house
“expert”’ He specializes in environmental health
and construction and has been resaurcing,
defining, and selling environmentally friendly
building products since 1991. Prior to joining
GREEN DEPOT, Paul was the Founder and
Operating Manager of Environmental
Construction Outfitters of New York, one of
the oldest and most respected environmental
building companies in the United States.

wark Breslin is Vice President and General
Manager of Turner Construction. He also is
chairman of the American Heart Association's
Capital Region Board of Birectors.

Tom Woodcock is President and Principal
Instructor of “Seal the Deal, a management
training organization. Tom has done it alll From
selling pots and pans out of the trunk of his
car to negotiating multi-million doilar national
contracts on heavy equipment. He's persenally
trained hundreds of sales reps from major cor-
potations and has achieved tremendous results.
His understanding of customers’ buying habits
and the simplicity of managing a successful
sales territory is incredibly innovative.

Neah Kaye is Director of Public Affairs at the
Solar Energy Industries Association (SEIA). SEIA
represents all segmenits of the solar energy
industry, from solar thermal to photovoltaics to
concentrating sclar power. As the voice of solar
energy in the United States, SEIA is responsible
for all market analysis and lobbying on behalf of
the industry with Congress and the Administra-
tion, and was responsible for the creation of the
residential and commercial solar tax credits in
the 2005 Energy Policy Act. SEIA also orches-
trates public campaigns working with the
media to help shape public support for solar
energy. Visit its website at www.seia.org.

Stephen T. Del Percio is a LEED Accredited
Professional and an associate attorney with
Manhattan-based Zetlin & De Chiara LLP, a full
service law firm providing legal and business
counseling services to members of the design,
construction and real estate industries,

He can be reached at 212-682-6800 or:
sdelpercio@zdlaw.com.

Josh Dorfman is the Founder and CEQ of

Vivavi, a Brooklyn-based provider of contemporary
sustainable furniture, and Modern Green Living,
an online resource that enables homeowners and
renters to find available green residences and
locate green building professionals throughout
North America. He is also the Producer and Host

of The Lazy Erwircnmentalist radio show and the
author of The Lazy Environmentalist: Your Guide to
Easy, Stylish, Green Living, due out this spring.

Alex Wilson is founder and president of Building-
Green, Inc, in Brattleboro, Vermont, executive edi-
tor of Envircnmental Bullding New and author of
“Your Green Home, a Guide to Planning a Healthy,
Environmentally Friendly New Home.” For more
than 25 years Alex has written about energy-effi-
clent and environmentaily responsible design and
construction. Prior to starting his own company in
1985, he was executive director of the Northeast
Sustainable Energy Association. Alex served on the
board of directors of the U.S. Green Building Coun-
cil for five years and he is currently a trustee of The
Nature Conservancy, Vermont Chapter.

Douglas Casper, AIA, LEED AR is a member of
the“Green”team at the PANYNJ and is active in
AIA & DPCLI. He is, also, a member of the New
York, New Jersey and Long Island chapters of the
USGBC. Doug is committed to“Green” design &
gives Green Seminars throughout the country. One
of his best-known presentations, “The Nature of
Construction Contracts,"is based on his experi-
ences working on major construction projectsin
the field and lends insights into how a construc-
tion contract comes together. Doug is Treasurer
of the AlA, Long Island Chapter, Secretary of the
Design Professionals Cealition of Long Island, and
past president of Metro New York CS1. His website
is: http://www.dpcassociates.net/home.htmy/

Richard P. Weiland Is Chief Executive Officer of the
ICC. He has an extensive background in the public
and non-profit sectors. He served as a Senior
Advisor and State Chief of Staff to former Senate
Leader, South Dakota Senator, Tom Daschle, He
was appointed by President Clinton to serve as a
Regional Director of FEMA. He was South Dakota’s
State Director for AARP and has run for the United
States Congress.

Qver those years, Mr. Weiland's focus has been

on disaster prevention and recovery, numerous
federal policy initiatives, economic development
efforts, public/private partnerships, tribal relations
and business development.

At the Code Council, he continues to play a
key role in develaping the organization’s
Blueprint to the Future to map ICC’s path to
growth and success.




Not Just a Fiash-in-the-Pan

The World Resources Institute reports that the green building
sector is worth $38 billion and growing. Strong, durable and
sustainable homes that are safe and affordable have a smaller
impact on the world’s limited resources. As in building hurri-
cane-resistant homes, energy efficient green homes may cost
more initially, but envirenmentally-friendly consiruction saves
money in the long run by reducing energy use.

A nationwide study conducted in 2004, by the research and
consulting firm, Capital E, found that the additional cost for
building green was about $4-5 per square foot and — over 20
years ~ would resuit in energy-related savings of about 10 times
the value of the initial investment — as much as $65 per square
foot. The conclusion: Green building isn't just a trend that will
fade in a few years.

As | travel around the country meeting with colleagues,

| see green building practices in place everywhere, from schools
in White Plains to public buildings in Rochester to skyscrapers in
New York City. More and more, the public is asking for environ-
mentally friendly construction and builders are responding. The
International Code Council is responding as well.

International Code Council Approves New Policy

Position on Green Building

The International Code Council Board of Directors recently
approved a policy position on Green Building and Sustainable
Communities to emphasize its commitment to social respon-
sibility and expand the boundaries of public safety. Building-
safety professionals and others in the construction industry can
have a positive impact on the environment by advocating for
sustainable construction and promoting the environmentally
friendly features of the International Codes. The policy outlines
several initiatives to support green building, including educat-

By Richard P. Weitand
CEQ, International Code Council

ing our members and advocating for green building in
the legislative, regulatory and code arenas. This policy
reinforces the Council's commitment to the environment
and assures that our members play an important role

on matters related to green building. The policy calls for
the Code Council to participate in activities with other
organizations to assure that green building practices are
sustainable and safe. Such an effort Is already underway
through a partnership with the National Association of
Home Builders (NAHB).

A National Green Building Standard for Residential
Buiiding is Developed

The Code Council and NAHB have joined forces to
develop the first-ever residential National Green Build-
ing Standard. The standard will make it even easier for
builders to adapt to green building methods, technigues
and materials. It also will help code officials and building
safety professionals to better understand green building
features and ensure that such practices are sustainable,
safe and affordable. By developing the National Green
Building Standard and including green and sustain-

abie construction methods in the International Energy
Conservation Code {IECC), jurisdictions that join the green
building movement will have these tools at the ready;
builders, designers, contractors and building officials all
will benefit. The standard is being developed under the
American National Standards institute’s (ANSI} guidelines
and is expected to be completed in late 2008, The result
will be a voluntary green home building standard that
can be adopted by local jurisdictions or building depart-
ments as a guide for green home building programs.

Green building features include sustainable, durable and
low maintenance building design and operation, energy
and water efficiency, attention to indoor and outdoor air
quality, the use of recycling and conservation in build-
ing materials and products, and many more practices.
Many of these building methods and techniques are
included in the IECC, which has been adopted by at least
15,000 jurisdictions in 38 states, including New York State
and New York City. The IECC addresses energy-efficient




provisions for residential and commercial build-
ings, and prescriptive-and performance-based
approaches to energy-efficient design. The U5,
Department of Energy references the {ECC as

the benchmark for conserving resources used in
construction and daily living. The compatibility of
the |I-Codes with green building, combined with
the energy-efficient features found in the IECC
and the National Green Building Standard under
development with NAMB all illustrate the Interna-
tional Code Council’s support of green building.

In a report issued to the International Code
Council Industry Advisory Committee by the

Task Group on Green Buitdings, it concluded

that there were very few, if any, serious barriers

in the I-Codes that would inhibit green building
techniques and methods. As interested parties
get involved in the code change process and
submit code changes, many green and sustain-
able materials and methods will be included in the
codes. This will further complement the National
Green Building Standard and other green building
standards in place and being developed around
the country.

The Code Council Has Gone Green

The Code Council has "gone green”as well,
recently relocating the organization’s world
headquarters to the first LEED-certified {Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental Design)
building in Washington, D.C. Its green features
include energy efficiency, rainwater collection,
high-efficiency heating, cooling and lighting,
water-efficient fixtures and waterless urinals,
excellent day-lighting, and use of recycled content
materials. This move fits in perfectly with the Code
Council’s mission of safeguarding the public and
demaonstrates our commitment to good corporate
citizenship.

An inftiative underway in all of our offices commits
the Code Council to help save energy, reduce
landfijl waste, take advantage of recycled products
and reduce other wasteful habits that are detri-
mental to the environment. Our “Going Green”
initiative will begin with Sustainable Workplace
Advocate Teams (SWAT) in each office to coordi-
nate being green and sustainable. The SWATs will
explore ideas such as recycling cans, water bottles
and paper; using compact fluorescent lamps

in place of incandescent lamps; eliminating simultaneous heating and
cooling in offices; selecting products such as paper, furniture and carpet
made from recycled materials; installing low-consumption plumbing
fixtures; and offering incentives to carpool.

It is the responsibility of the International Code Councii and its members
to make sure that green materials and methods undergo the same scruti-
ny and procedures that other code-prescribed materials and methods
have endured. The public health, safety and general welfare must be
safeguarded for green buildings, just as it is for all other buildings. The
International Code Council has made a corporate commitment to respect
the environment. Green technology is playing an important role in our
collective future—not just in the United States but around the world.




