
ing the dumpster is required to be protected by an automatic sprin-
kler system. Sprinkler protection is not required when the dumpster 
is located in a building constructed of noncombustible, fire-resistive 
materials and used exclusively for dumpster or trash container storage. 
[Ref. 304.3]

IGNITION SOURCES
Controls for ignition sources are dictated in several chapters of the IFC, 
including specific requirements for electrical equipment and hot work 
involving brazing, oxygen-acetylene cutting and welding. IFC Chapter 3 
contains general requirements to address separating uses and activities 
involving potential sources of open flames from combustible materi-
als. The provisions require adequate separation between open flames 
and combustible materials, open-flame warning devices such as road 
flares and negligent burning of combustible vegetation and materials. 
Cooking, decoration, theatrical or construction activities are regulated 
elsewhere in Chapter 3. [Ref. 305]

An open-ended requirement for the control of ignition sources and 
unwanted fires is included in IFC Section 305.5. This section states that 
when situations, uses or processes have repeatedly caused fires, the 
cause of the fire must be mitigated. This section can be used to address 
systems or situations that are not specifically regulated in the code, but 
are creating an unsafe situation resulting in repeat fires. There are no 
specific requirements to address the hazard other than the requirement 
to modify the situation to prevent further fires. [Ref. 305.5]

OPEN FLAMES
The IFC allows the use of open flames for theatrical performances, food 
preparation, religious ceremonies, decoration and paint removal. Open 
flames are prohibited in sleeping units of Group R-2 dormitories and 
for cooking on combustible balconies of Group R-1 and R-2  occupancies 

unless they are protected by an automatic sprin-
kler system. Under very limited conditions, open 
flames are permitted in assembly (Group A) occu-
pancies. The IFC requires an operational permit 
for using open flames in assembly areas. [Ref. 
105.6.34]

When open flames are used for decorations, 
the fuel source cannot be liquefied petroleum gas 
or a liquid with a flash point temperature less 
than 140°F (Figure 3-3). If the device contains 
more than 8 ounces of fuel, it must be designed 
to be self-extinguishing and have a limited rate 
of fuel release if it is tipped over. The decorative 
flame source must be adequately secured and 




