
CHANGE IN USE OR  OCCUPANCY
Commercial  tenant occupancy changes may trigger review of energy 
code compliance. Although residential apartment tenants come and go, 
the space is still an apartment. As commercial tenants come and go, 
the code requirements may change due to the new tenant’s finish work 
for the building space. For example, the tenant finish work does not 
require energy code compliance if no alterations are made to the light-
ing systems, but if changes are made the new lighting system cannot 
use more power than is allowed for new construction. This may happen 
when a retail tenant moves into an existing office space and installs 
merchandise lighting. The new lighting displays may use more power 
than office lighting, but cannot use more than is allowed by the code 
for new construction. An example of a total and complete change of 
use and occupancy is a house converted into an office space or business 
(Figure 3-13). [Ref. C505]

Similar to the requirement for a change in occupancy is when any 
previously unconditioned space becomes heated or cooled. A warehouse 
or storage area that becomes an office or work area must comply with all 
the provisions of the code, which may require insulation changes as well 
as the replacement of doors and windows. [Ref. C503.2]

All commercial building uses are regulated by the provisions in this 
part of the code. In buildings not more than three stories tall that con-
tain both commercial and residential spaces, the office and retail uses 
must comply with these commercial provisions. Residential spaces in a 
building not more than three stories high are regulated by the residen-
tial provisions of the code. Hotel or apartment buildings four stories or 
more, even though the entire use is residential, must meet the commer-
cial energy provisions. [Ref. C101.5]

FIGURE 3-13 Residential building converted into an office




