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 Hazardous occupancies
When a building contains reasonably large amounts of hazardous materi-
als, it falls within the Group H occupancy classification. Hazardous ma-
terials are classified as either physical or health hazards. Physical hazard 
materials are materials that burn, have accelerated burning or produce 
an explosion. Health hazard materials can cause death or injury or can 
incapacitate a person after a single, brief exposure. These occupancies 
are obviously in the most hazardous group in the IBC. Some hazardous 
materials are permitted in other occupancy groups as long as they do not 
exceed a specific amount. However, when those amounts exceed a maxi-
mum allowable quantity of materials, the building receives the hazardous 
occupancy classification. There are five different levels of hazardous oc-
cupancies based on the level of hazard. This occupancy includes buildings 
where hazardous materials are stored, used or manufactured. [Ref. 307]

 Institutional occupancies
Whenever a building houses people who cannot help 
themselves in case of an emergency, it is classified as 
a Group I occupancy. This classification has four sub-
categories of uses. This group includes assisted living 
facilities in which people are older or disabled and 
may need some direction to egress but are capable of 
getting out on their own. It also includes hospitals in 
which people may be unconscious or sick or injured 
enough that they cannot get out of a building on 
their own. Jails and prisons are also included in in-
stitutional occupancies (Figure 3-4). The last type of 
Group I occupancies are adult care facilities and child 
care facilities for children less than 2½ years of age. 
The classification is based on the amount of time 
that occupants spend in the building and the level of 

assistance they may need to respond to an emergency. The classifi-
cation is also based on the number of people that are housed in the 
building. If the building houses less than seventeen care recipients, it 
would be considered a Residential occupancy. [Ref. 308]

 Mercantile occupancies
Group M occupancies include uses wherein merchandise is displayed 
and sold to the public. These occupancies include retail stores, 
wholesale stores, shopping centers, and gas stations where no ve-
hicle repairs are conducted. Group M occupancies are relatively safe 
depending on the types of products being sold. People are generally 
alert and aware of their surroundings and, therefore, can egress the 
building on their own (Figure 3-5). [Ref. 309]

FIGURE 3-4 A county jail falls within the Group I-3 
occupancy classification.




