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CHanGe TYPe: Modification

CHanGe sUMMaRY: The temperature and pressure relief valve dis-
charge pipe termination must have an air gap suitable to protect the  
potable water supply distribution system of the building.

2015 Code: 504.6 Requirements for discharge Piping. The dis-
charge piping serving a pressure relief valve, temperature relief valve or 
combination thereof shall:

(Items 1-9 remain unchanged)

10.  Not Terminate not more than 6 inches (152 mm) above and not 
less than two times the discharge pipe diameter above the floor 
or waste receptor flood level rim.

CHanGe sIGnIFICanCe: Installers often forget that the outlet of a tem-
perature and pressure relief valve is a potable water outlet that must be 
protected against backflow conditions. The floor where the pipe discharges 
could become flooded, or the waste receptor could become clogged and 
over flow. The air gap of twice the pipe diameter provides a minimum 
level of backflow protection.

504.6
Temperature and 
Pressure Relief 
discharge Piping

t&P discharge below flood level rim of pan
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This excerpt is taken from 
Significant Changes to the 
International 
Plumbing/
Mechanical/
Fuel Gas 
Codes, 2015 
Edition.   
Significant 
Changes publications take 
you directly to the most 
important changes that 
impact projects. Key changes 
are identified then followed 
by in-depth discussion of 
how the change affects real-
world application. Photos, 
tables and illustrations are 
included to further clarify 
application. Available for the 
IBC, IRC, IFC and IPC/IMC/
IFGC, the Significant Changes 
publications are very useful 
training and review tools for 
transitioning to a new code 
edition.

http://go.iccsafe.org/l/25182/2016-11-30/bz8r6k
http://go.iccsafe.org/l/25182/2016-11-30/bz8r6k

