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TENTATIVE ORDER OF DISCUSSION 
2016 PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE  

INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE 
 
 
The following is the tentative order in which the proposed changes to the code will be discussed at the 
public hearings. Proposed changes which impact the same subject have been grouped to permit 
consideration in consecutive changes.  
 
Proposed change numbers that are indented are those which are being heard out of numerical order. 
Indentation does not necessarily indicate that one change is related to another. Proposed changes may 
be grouped for purposes of discussion at the hearing at the discretion of the chair. Note that some F code 
change proposals may not be included on this list, as they are being heard by another committee. 
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F395-16  
F396-16  
F397-16  
F398-16  
F399-16  
F400-16  
F401-16  
F402-16  
F403-16  
F405-16  
F406-16  
F407-16  
F408-16 

ICC COMMITTEE ACTION HEARINGS ::: April, 2016 M3



M1-16 : [F] 502.4-BETZ13315

M1-16
IMC: [F] 502.4, [F] 502.4.1, [F] 502.4.2, [F] 502.4.3, [F] 502.5, [F] 502.5.1, [F] 502.5.2, [F]
502.5.3.
Proponent : Jeffrey Betz, AT&T Corp. (jbetz@att.com)

2015 International Mechanical Code
Revise as follows:

[F] 502.4 Stationary storage battery systems. Stationary storage battery systems, as   shall be regulated by 
and ventilated in accordance with Section 608 of the International Fire Code, shall be provided with ventilation in
accordance with  and the general requirements of this chapter and Section 502.4.1 or 502.4.2.

Exception: Lithium-ion and lithium metal polymer batteries shall not require additional ventilation beyond that
which would normally be required for human occupancy of the space.

Delete without substitution:

[F] 502.4.1 Hydrogen limit in rooms. For flooded lead acid, flooded nickel cadmium and VRLA batteries, the
ventilation system shall be designed to limit the maximum concentration of hydrogen to 1.0 percent of the total volume
of the room. 

[F] 502.4.2 Ventilation rate in rooms. Continuous ventilation shall be provided at a rate of not less than 1 cubic foot
per minute per square foot (cfm/ft2) [0.00508 m3/(s • m2)] of floor area of the room. 

[F] 502.4.3 Supervision. Mechanical ventilation systems required by Section 502.4 shall be supervised by an
approved central, proprietary or remote station service or shall initiate an audible and visual signal at a constantly
attended on-site location. 

[F] 502.5 Valve-regulated lead-acid batteries in cabinets. Valve-regulated lead-acid (VRLA) batteries installed in
cabinets, as regulated by Section 608.6.2 of the International Fire Code, shall be provided with ventilation in
accordance with Section 502.5.1 or 502.5.2. 

[F] 502.5.1 Hydrogen limit in cabinets. The cabinet ventilation system shall be designed to limit the maximum
concentration of hydrogen to 1.0 percent of the total volume of the cabinet during the worst-case event of simultaneous
boost charging of all batteries in the cabinet. 

[F] 502.5.2 Ventilation rate in cabinets. Continuous cabinet ventilation shall be provided at a rate of not less than 1
cubic foot per minute per square foot (cfm/ft2) [0.00508 m3/(s • m2)] of the floor area covered by the cabinet. The room
in which the cabinet is installed shall be ventilated as required by Section 502.4.1 or 502.4.2. 

[F] 502.5.3 Supervision. Mechanical ventilation systems required by Section 502.5 shall be supervised by an
approved central, proprietary or remote station service or shall initiate an audible and visual signal at a constantly
attended on-site location. 

Reason: The requirements for the design and operation of Stationary Storage Battery Systems is contained w ithin the various topic sub-
sections of the International Fire Code Section 608.  By directly referencing these sections of the International Fire Code  all currently
proposed and future code change proposals w ill be reflected in one place and thus the scope, types of batteries, and all considerations for
this space including ventilation are easily located and uniformly addressed.  The current language of the codes are different yet
the requirements are the same.  This w ill also provide one Code Commentary in one code rather than tw o differing commentaries possibly by
different authors. 

Cost Impact: Will not increase the cost of construction
 
Cost saving w ill be attained in research hours and uniformity for code compliance by designers, installers, manufacturers, operators and the
code enforcement community.
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